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AGENDA 
IDAHO WATER RESOURCE BOARD 

Upper Snake River Advisory Committee Meeting No. 12-25 

Thursday, December 11, 2025  

10:00 a.m. (MST) 
 

Meeting Location(s): 

 BOISE                                                               IDAHO FALLS 

        Water Center                                 Eastern Regional Office                                                                  

Conf. Room 602B                       Main Conference Room 

       322 E. Front St.                                      900 N. Skyline Dr. 

or 
 

VIDEO conference via Zoom is available upon following the Zoom link login 

process, contact Neal.Farmer@idwr.idaho.gov for questions or issues in 

advance of the meeting start time. 

 

 

1. Introductions and Attendance 

2. Weather Forecast (NOAA) 

3. Snow Pack / Streamflow Forecasts (NRCS) 

4. Water Supply / Operations Update (USBR) 

5. Idaho Power Company  

6. Water District 01 Briefing  

7. IWRB Managed Recharge Operations  

8. New Business 

9. Adjourn 

      

Committee Member: Brian Olmstead 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Americans with Disabilities 

The meeting will be held in person and online. If you require special accommodations to attend, participate in, or 
understand the meeting, please make advance arrangements by contacting Department staff by email 

Wesley.hipke@idwr.idaho.gov or by phone at (208) 287-4800. 
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Snowpack Update
Upper Snake River Advisory Committee

December 11, 2025

Presented by Erin Whorton

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://www.seejh.com/webcams/featured-webcams/dornans



December 12, 2024

Presented by Erin Whorton

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://www.seejh.com/webcams/featured-webcams/dornans



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Source URLs

Data type: SWE basin statewide

https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=2&elements=&networks=!&states=!&basins=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=true&hucLabels=true&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=state&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=basin&basinType=id_8&dataElement=WTEQ&depth=-8&parameter=PCTMED&frequency=DAILY&duration=I&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=7&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=45.729&lon=-112.456&zoom=6.0


Data type: Total water year precipitation statewide

https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=2&elements=&networks=!&states=!&basins=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=true&hucLabels=true&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=state&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=basin&basinType=id_8&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=PCTMED&frequency=DAILY&duration=wytd&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=7&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=45.729&lon=-112.456&zoom=6.0



Imap FIGURE URLs

Data type: SWE basin statewide

https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=2&elements=&networks=!&states=!&basins=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=true&hucLabels=true&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=state&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=basin&basinType=id_8&dataElement=WTEQ&depth=-8&parameter=PCTMED&frequency=DAILY&duration=I&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=7&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=45.729&lon=-112.456&zoom=6.0&autoExport=full,jpeg,2,0,P,TR,,49.5109,40.5471,-108.9409,-118.8501,0.8

Data type: Total water year precipitation statewide
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=2&elements=&networks=!&states=!&basins=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=true&hucLabels=true&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=state&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=basin&basinType=id_8&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=PCTMED&frequency=DAILY&duration=wytd&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=7&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=45.729&lon=-112.456&zoom=6.0&autoExport=full,jpeg,2,0,P,TR,,49.5109,40.5471,-108.9409,-118.8501,0.8




Total Water Year Precipitation Above Milner

WYP to date: 108% of normal

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Source URLs

https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/awdb/basin-plots/POR/PREC/assocHUCid3/snake_ab_milner.html




Monthly Precipitation:
October = 167% of normal
November = 56% of normal

Total Water Year Precipitation Above Heise

WYP to date: 115% of normal

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/awdb/basin-plots/POR/PREC/assocHUCid_8/snake_river_above_heise.html?showYears=2026



Where is all the snow?

Conditions across western U.S. ski resorts in December



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Figure Source URLs

Data type: SWE records IMAP for Upper snake sub-basins station data

Data type: SWE percentiles daily IMAP for Upper snake sub-basins station data



Map URLs

Data type: SWE records IMAP for Upper snake sub-basins station data


Data type: SWE percentiles daily IMAP for Upper snake sub-basins station data



Why is water year precip near normal but the snowpack is so low?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Source URLs

https://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/water_supply/wy_summary/wy_summary.php?tab=1




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Figure Source URLs

Data type: SWE records IMAP for Upper snake sub-basins station data
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=2&elements=W,F&networks=SNTL,SCAN,SNTLT,SNOW,USGS&states=ID,NV,WY&counties=ID005,ID011,ID029,ID033,ID043,ID081,WY023,WY029,WY035,WY039&hucs=1404,1601,1704,1705,1706,1701&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=true&hucParameterLabels=false&stationLabels=parameter&hucOverlays=id2_8&basinOpacity=100&basinNoDataOpacity=0&basemapOpacity=80&displayType=station&basinType=id_8&dataElement=WTEQ&parameter=RECORDS&duration=I&dayPart=B&monthPart=B&divColor=5&referenceBegin=1981&referenceEnd=2010&relativeDate=-9&lat=43.579&lon=-110.767&zoom=7.5

Data type: SWE percentiles daily IMAP for Upper snake sub-basins station data
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=2&elements=W,F&networks=SNTL,SCAN,SNTLT,SNOW,USGS&states=ID,NV,WY&counties=ID005,ID011,ID029,ID033,ID043,ID081,WY023,WY029,WY035,WY039&hucs=1404,1601,1704,1705,1706,1701&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=true&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=false&stationLabels=parameter&overlays=&hucOverlays=id2_8,state&basinOpacity=100&basinNoDataOpacity=0&basemapOpacity=80&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,baseMaps,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=id_8&dataElement=WTEQ&depth=-8&parameter=PERCENTILE&frequency=DAILY&duration=I&customDuration=&dayPart=B&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=7&scaleType=C&scaleMin=25&scaleMax=75&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1981&referenceEnd=2010&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=0&lat=42.509&lon=-110.068&zoom=6.5

Map URLs

Data type: SWE records IMAP for Upper snake sub-basins station data
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=2&elements=W,F&networks=SNTL,SCAN,SNTLT,SNOW,USGS&states=ID,NV,WY&counties=ID005,ID011,ID029,ID033,ID043,ID081,WY023,WY029,WY035,WY039&hucs=1404,1601,1704,1705,1706,1701&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=true&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=false&stationLabels=parameter&overlays=&hucOverlays=id2_8&basinOpacity=100&basinNoDataOpacity=0&basemapOpacity=80&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,baseMaps,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=id_8&dataElement=WTEQ&depth=-8&parameter=RECORDS&frequency=DAILY&duration=I&customDuration=&dayPart=B&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=5&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1981&referenceEnd=2010&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-9&lat=43.579&lon=-110.767&zoom=7.5&autoExport=full,jpeg,2,0,P,BL,,44.895,41.6212,-109.1668,-112.8645,0.6

Data type: SWE percentiles daily IMAP for Upper snake sub-basins station data
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=2&elements=W,F&networks=SNTL,SCAN,SNTLT,SNOW,USGS&states=ID,NV,WY&counties=ID005,ID011,ID029,ID033,ID043,ID081,WY023,WY029,WY035,WY039&hucs=1404,1601,1704,1705,1706,1701&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=true&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=false&stationLabels=parameter&overlays=&hucOverlays=id2_8,state&basinOpacity=100&basinNoDataOpacity=0&basemapOpacity=80&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,baseMaps,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=id_8&dataElement=WTEQ&depth=-8&parameter=PERCENTILE&frequency=DAILY&duration=I&customDuration=&dayPart=B&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=7&scaleType=C&scaleMin=25&scaleMax=75&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1981&referenceEnd=2010&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=0&lat=42.509&lon=-110.068&zoom=6.5&autoExport=full,jpeg,2,0,P,BL,SWE%20station%20percentile,44.835,41.5861,-109.4311,-113.3617,0.6




How will the snowpack develop over the next 5 to 10 days?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Source URLs
https://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/water_supply/wy_summary/wy_summary.php?tab=3



Warm temperatures: mostly rain except at the highest elevations

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Source URLs

https://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/water_supply/wy_summary/wy_summary.php?tab=1




There’s still 3.5 months left in 
the snow accumulation 
season. Anything can 
happen- do your snow 

dances!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Source URLs

https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/awdb/basin-plots/POR/WTEQ/assocHUCid_8/snake_river_above_heise.html



2017

2015
2024

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Source URLs

https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/awdb/basin-plots/POR/WTEQ/assocHUCid_8/snake_river_above_heise.html



So is there any good news about the majority of the precipitation                  
falling as rain rather than snow…? 

YES- there is an upside to all the rain!!  

Benefits of receiving rain include:
• More precipitation is helping overcome VERY DRY antecedent conditions (spring to 

through fall) 
• Upper Snake region is in D1 to D2-severe drought category
• Soil moisture can increase with rain that falls on bare, non-frozen ground

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/DmData/TimeSeries.aspx


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap.aspx



Average soil moisture at 8” and 20” in Upper Snake

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/awdb/basin-plots/POR/SMS/assocHUC4/1704_Upper_Snake.html



Averaged soil moisture at the 
‘root zone’ (3-feet depth) 

• Red/orange hues = drier soils
• Greens/blues = wetter soils

• This map shows the moisture 
content of the top 1 meter of 
soil compared to historical 
conditions from 1981–2013, based 
on NASA's Short-term Prediction 
and Transition Center – Land 
Information System (SPoRT-LIS).

• https://www.drought.gov/indicators/soil-
moisture-product-dashboard

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://www.drought.gov/indicators/soil-moisture-product-dashboard

https://www.drought.gov/data-maps-tools/nasa-sport-lis-soil-moisture-products
https://www.drought.gov/data-maps-tools/nasa-sport-lis-soil-moisture-products
https://www.drought.gov/data-maps-tools/nasa-sport-lis-soil-moisture-products
https://www.drought.gov/data-maps-tools/nasa-sport-lis-soil-moisture-products
https://www.drought.gov/data-maps-tools/nasa-sport-lis-soil-moisture-products
https://www.drought.gov/data-maps-tools/nasa-sport-lis-soil-moisture-products
https://www.drought.gov/data-maps-tools/nasa-sport-lis-soil-moisture-products


Observed 
streamflow runoff 
in 2025 compared 
to 30-year median 
runoff for the April 
– July period

• 81% of normal 
streamflow 
observed at 
Heise in WY2025 
(112% forecast 
for April 1)

• 2,544 KAF 
observed vs.  
3,490 forecasted

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
iMAP URLs


https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=2&elements=W,F&networks=SNTL,SCAN,SNOW,USGS&states=ID,WY&counties=ID005,ID019,ID043,ID065,ID077,ID081,WY023,WY039&hucs=1704021805,1704021804,1704021803,1704021802,1704021801,1704021901,1704021902,1704021903,1704021904,1704021905,17040216,17040215,17040207,1704010105,17040220,17040214,1704010304,17040102,17040202,17040203,1704010302,1704010303,17040217,1704022101,1704022103,170402210602,1601020401,1601020402,1704010103,17040208,17040105,1601010201,1601010202,1704010104,1704010101,1704010102,17040204,17040205,1404,1601,1704,1705,1706,1701&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=true&hucLabels=true&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=name,parameter&overlays=&hucOverlays=id_8&basinOpacity=95&basinNoDataOpacity=0&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,baseMaps,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriWtm&displayType=station&basinType=id_8&dataElement=SRVO&depth=-8&parameter=PCTMED&frequency=MONTHLY&duration=APR-JUL&customDuration=4&dayPart=E&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=7&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1981&referenceEnd=2010&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-5&lat=43.2703&lon=-110.9847&zoom=8.5


MAP:
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=2&elements=W,F&networks=SNTL,SCAN,SNOW,USGS&states=ID,WY&counties=ID005,ID019,ID043,ID065,ID077,ID081,WY023,WY039&hucs=1704021805,1704021804,1704021803,1704021802,1704021801,1704021901,1704021902,1704021903,1704021904,1704021905,17040216,17040215,17040207,1704010105,17040220,17040214,1704010304,17040102,17040202,17040203,1704010302,1704010303,17040217,1704022101,1704022103,170402210602,1601020401,1601020402,1704010103,17040208,17040105,1601010201,1601010202,1704010104,1704010101,1704010102,17040204,17040205,1404,1601,1704,1705,1706,1701&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=true&hucLabels=true&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=name,parameter&overlays=&hucOverlays=id_8&basinOpacity=95&basinNoDataOpacity=0&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,baseMaps,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriWtm&displayType=station&basinType=id_8&dataElement=SRVO&depth=-8&parameter=PCTMED&frequency=MONTHLY&duration=APR-JUL&customDuration=4&dayPart=E&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=7&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1981&referenceEnd=2010&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-5&lat=43.2703&lon=-110.9847&zoom=8.5&autoExport=full,jpeg,2,0,L,TL,,44.2313,42.3228,-109.3843,-112.9889,0.6



What forecast 
exceedance 
probability did 
the observed 
streamflow fall 
into in the 2025 
Water Year?
• Most fell in 

~90% category
• i.e there was a 

90% chance that 
streamflow would 
have exceeded 
that volume

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
iMAP URLs

https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=2&elements=W,F&networks=SNTL,SCAN,SNOW,USGS&states=ID,WY&counties=ID005,ID019,ID043,ID065,ID077,ID081,WY023,WY039&hucs=1704021805,1704021804,1704021803,1704021802,1704021801,1704021901,1704021902,1704021903,1704021904,1704021905,17040216,17040215,17040207,1704010105,17040220,17040214,1704010304,17040102,17040202,17040203,1704010302,1704010303,17040217,1704022101,1704022103,170402210602,1601020401,1601020402,1704010103,17040208,17040105,1601010201,1601010202,1704010104,1704010101,1704010102,17040204,17040205,1404,1601,1704,1705,1706,1701&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=true&hucLabels=true&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=name,parameter&overlays=&hucOverlays=id_8&basinOpacity=95&basinNoDataOpacity=0&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,baseMaps,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriWtm&displayType=station&basinType=id_8&dataElement=FCST&depth=-8&parameter=FCSTVERCAT&frequency=MONTHLY&duration=APR-JUL&customDuration=4&dayPart=E&month=7&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=false&seqColor=1&divColor=7&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1981&referenceEnd=2010&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-8&lat=43.2703&lon=-110.9847&zoom=8.5

MAP:
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=2&elements=W,F&networks=SNTL,SCAN,SNOW,USGS&states=ID,WY&counties=ID005,ID019,ID043,ID065,ID077,ID081,WY023,WY039&hucs=1704021805,1704021804,1704021803,1704021802,1704021801,1704021901,1704021902,1704021903,1704021904,1704021905,17040216,17040215,17040207,1704010105,17040220,17040214,1704010304,17040102,17040202,17040203,1704010302,1704010303,17040217,1704022101,1704022103,170402210602,1601020401,1601020402,1704010103,17040208,17040105,1601010201,1601010202,1704010104,1704010101,1704010102,17040204,17040205,1404,1601,1704,1705,1706,1701&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=true&hucLabels=true&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=name,parameter&overlays=&hucOverlays=id_8&basinOpacity=95&basinNoDataOpacity=0&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,baseMaps,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriWtm&displayType=station&basinType=id_8&dataElement=FCST&depth=-8&parameter=FCSTVERCAT&frequency=MONTHLY&duration=APR-JUL&customDuration=4&dayPart=E&month=7&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=false&seqColor=1&divColor=7&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1981&referenceEnd=2010&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-8&lat=43.2703&lon=-110.9847&zoom=8.5&autoExport=full,jpeg,2,0,L,TL,,44.4286,42.3916,-109.2794,-112.9501,0.6



Streamflow 
volume difference 
between 
observed vs. 
forecasted
How much less water 
did we get than 
predicted on April 1?

-945 KAF at Heise! 
37% less water

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
iMAP URLs

https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=2&elements=W,F&networks=SNTL,SCAN,SNOW,USGS&states=ID,WY&counties=ID005,ID019,ID043,ID065,ID077,ID081,WY023,WY039&hucs=1704021805,1704021804,1704021803,1704021802,1704021801,1704021901,1704021902,1704021903,1704021904,1704021905,17040216,17040215,17040207,1704010105,17040220,17040214,1704010304,17040102,17040202,17040203,1704010302,1704010303,17040217,1704022101,1704022103,170402210602,1601020401,1601020402,1704010103,17040208,17040105,1601010201,1601010202,1704010104,1704010101,1704010102,17040204,17040205,1404,1601,1704,1705,1706,1701&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=true&hucLabels=true&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=name,parameter&overlays=&hucOverlays=id_8&basinOpacity=95&basinNoDataOpacity=0&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,baseMaps,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriWtm&displayType=station&basinType=id_8&dataElement=FCST&depth=-8&parameter=FCSTVERCAT&frequency=MONTHLY&duration=APR-JUL&customDuration=4&dayPart=E&month=7&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=false&seqColor=1&divColor=7&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1981&referenceEnd=2010&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-8&lat=43.2703&lon=-110.9847&zoom=8.5

MAP:
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=2&elements=W,F&networks=SNTL,SCAN,SNOW,USGS&states=ID,WY&counties=ID005,ID019,ID043,ID065,ID077,ID081,WY023,WY039&hucs=1704021805,1704021804,1704021803,1704021802,1704021801,1704021901,1704021902,1704021903,1704021904,1704021905,17040216,17040215,17040207,1704010105,17040220,17040214,1704010304,17040102,17040202,17040203,1704010302,1704010303,17040217,1704022101,1704022103,170402210602,1601020401,1601020402,1704010103,17040208,17040105,1601010201,1601010202,1704010104,1704010101,1704010102,17040204,17040205,1404,1601,1704,1705,1706,1701&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=true&hucLabels=true&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=name,parameter&overlays=&hucOverlays=id_8&basinOpacity=95&basinNoDataOpacity=0&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,baseMaps,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriWtm&displayType=station&basinType=id_8&dataElement=FCST&depth=-8&parameter=FCSTVERCAT&frequency=MONTHLY&duration=APR-JUL&customDuration=4&dayPart=E&month=7&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=false&seqColor=1&divColor=7&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1981&referenceEnd=2010&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-8&lat=43.2703&lon=-110.9847&zoom=8.5&autoExport=full,jpeg,2,0,L,TL,,44.4286,42.3916,-109.2794,-112.9501,0.6



Why did we get so much less water than forecasted?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/awdb/basin-plots/POR/SMS/assocHUC4/1704_Upper_Snake.html



2025

Your Input Here

Take the 
PNW  Water Year 
2025 Impacts Survey! 

(Open through December 15)

PNW Water Year 2025 Impacts Survey



Staffing update for Idaho Snow Survey
• Patrick Kormos – Supervisor
• Dave Eiriksson – Data Collection Officer
• Ashley Evans – Hydrologist (Coeur d’Alene)
• Eva Hafner – Hydrologist (Boise)



Thank 
you!

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/idaho/snow-survey

Erin Whorton

erin.whorton@usda.gov

208-685-6983



December 2025
Upper Snake Advisory Committee Meeting

Date: December 11, 2025

Presenter: Brian Stevens



Current Conditions
1.54 MAF in storage
38% full
73% of 91’-20’ Median
626 KAF lower than last year

approx. +50 cfs outflow 
adjustment on 12/10 at MINI 
given the 12/10 USGS 
measurement, same discharge 
target of 425 cfs

approx. +100 cfs 
outflow adjustment on 
12/1 at ISLI, 
coordinated in the 
11/24 HFDMPC



System Outlook

*626 KAF Lower than Last Year
*476 KAF Higher than 2023

2022: Peak snow 
~86% peak median

2023: Peak snow 
~121% peak median

Full



Jackson Lake Outlook

200 KAF space requirement

*currently 84,158 AF below max. winter pool level

Full



Palisades Outlook

*325 KAF lower than last year

Full



American Falls Outlook

*160 KAF lower than last year

Full



For More Information
Snake River Area Office
– Ryan Alcorn - Area Manager

208-292-9353, ralcorn@usbr.gov

Snake River Operations Web Sites

– Upper Snake water information site - 
http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/uppersnake/index.html

– USBR HydroMet - http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/
– Northwest River Forecast Center - http://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/rfc/
– NRCS SNOTEL Data - http://www.id.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/

Upper Snake Field Office
– Mike Hilliard – Assistant Area Manager

208-677-6901, mhilliard@usbr.gov

– Brian Stevens – Water Operations Supervisory Civil Engineer    
208-260-1935, bstevens@usbr.gov

– Jeremy Dalling  - Water Operations Civil Engineer                       
208-670-0761, jdalling@usbr.gov

Snake River Operations Web Sites

– Upper Snake water information site - 
http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/uppersnake/index.html

– USBR HydroMet - http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/
– Northwest River Forecast Center - http://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/rfc/
– NRCS SNOTEL Data - http://www.id.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/
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IWRB Managed Recharge Program
Upper Snake River Advisory Committee Meeting

Neal Farmer
Neal.Farmer@idwr.idaho.gov

Recharge Program

December 11th, 2025



Recharge Deficit since 
Dec. 1st = -707 AF





NSCC

37,929 AF

4,621 AF

SWID
4,695 AF

TFCC

Total Natural Flow Water Recharged
2025-2026 Season  47,245 AF 

IWRB Recharge - Oct 18th to Dec. 9th

Lower Valley Volume = 47,245 AF 

Recharge Diversion Rate – 228 cfs



Hydromet is now reporting accurate diversion flow rate data for 
Southwest Irrigation District (SWID)

https://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/instant_graph.html?cbtt=swii&pcode=qp



USGS Flow Measurement on 12-10-25 = 393 CFS out of Minidoka Dam from Hydromet value of 439 CFS.
USGS also made a flow measurement on 10-22-25.



Questions?



  

322 East Front Street • P.O. Box 83720 • Boise, Idaho 83720-0098    

 Phone: (208) 287-4800    Fax: (208) 287-6700    Website: idwr.idaho.gov/IWRB/ 

AGENDA 
IDAHO WATER RESOURCE BOARD 

Upper Snake River Advisory Committee Meeting No. 12-25 

Thursday, December 11, 2025  

10:00 a.m. (MST) 
 

Meeting Location(s): 

 BOISE                                                               IDAHO FALLS 

        Water Center                                 Eastern Regional Office                                                                  

Conf. Room 602B                       Main Conference Room 

       322 E. Front St.                                      900 N. Skyline Dr. 

or 
 

VIDEO conference via Zoom is available upon following the Zoom link login 

process, contact Neal.Farmer@idwr.idaho.gov for questions or issues in 

advance of the meeting start time. 

 

 

1. Introductions and Attendance 

 

2. Weather Forecast (NOAA) 

 

a. Tim Axford provided a summary of the weather so far for the 2026 

water year for the upper Snake River. He also provided and 

weather forecast for the remaining portion of the 2026 water year. 

 

3. Snow Pack / Streamflow Forecasts (NRCS) 

 

a. Erin Whorton provided a summary of the current precipitation and 

snowpack. She also provided a forecast of the anticipated 

snowpack increase over the next ten days. Erin provide a summary 

of soil moisture conditions and described its potential impact on 

spring runoff. 

 

4. Water Supply / Operations Update (USBR) 

 

a. Brian Stevens provided an update on the current reservoir storage 

and river operations in the Snake River system. He also provided 

an update on the operations outlook. 
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5. Idaho Power Company  

 

a. John Hildreth provided an update on Upper Snake River and Hells 

Canyon operations for power generation and fall Chinook 

spawning. 

 

6. Water District 01 Briefing  

 

a. Craig Chandler provided a recap of diversions, weather conditions, 

and reach gains during the 2025 irrigation season. He provided 

information on reservoir storage use and the reservoir storage 

carryover. Craig described the IWRB diversion of natural flow for 

recharge below Minidoka Dam. 

 

7. IWRB Managed Recharge Operations  

 

a. Neal Farmer provided a recap of the recharge that has occurred so 

far during the 2025-2026 recharge season in the Lower Basin. 

 

8. New Business 

 

a. Erin Whorton proposed having this Snake River Operations 

meeting year-round to facilitate feedback in the summer on how 

the water supply is pressing during the irrigation season. Wes 

Hipke will seek guidance from the Idaho Water Resource Board 

and report back to this group. 

 

b. Erin Whorton proposed collecting Lidar data during the snow 

accumulation season to provide a snapshot of what Snow Water 

Equivalent is on the ground. 

 

9. Adjourn 

      

Committee Member: Brian Olmstead 

 

Name (original name) Join time Leave time Duration (minutes) Guest Recording disclaimer response In waiting room 

Wesley Hipke, IDWR 12/11/2025 9:45 12/11/2025 11:16 91 No OK No 

B Room 12/11/2025 9:45 12/11/2025 11:16 91 Yes OK No 

Erin Whorton 12/11/2025 9:45 12/11/2025 9:47 2 Yes No Response Yes 

Wesley Hipke, IDWR 12/11/2025 9:46 12/11/2025 11:16 90 No OK No 

Erin Whorton 12/11/2025 9:47 12/11/2025 10:04 18 Yes No Response No 

Matt Anders 12/11/2025 9:49 12/11/2025 9:50 2 Yes No Response Yes 



 

 

Matt Anders 12/11/2025 9:50 12/11/2025 11:16 86 Yes OK No 

Tim Axford - NWS Pocatello 12/11/2025 9:53 12/11/2025 9:58 6 Yes No Response Yes 

Justin Temple 12/11/2025 9:55 12/11/2025 9:58 4 Yes No Response Yes 

Keith Esplin 12/11/2025 9:57 12/11/2025 9:59 2 Yes No Response Yes 

Brian Stevens 12/11/2025 9:57 12/11/2025 9:58 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Brian Patton 12/11/2025 9:58 12/11/2025 9:58 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Christina Morrisett 12/11/2025 9:58 12/11/2025 9:58 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Tim Axford - NWS Pocatello 12/11/2025 9:58 12/11/2025 11:16 78 Yes No Response No 

Justin Temple 12/11/2025 9:58 12/11/2025 10:57 59 Yes No Response No 

Brian Stevens 12/11/2025 9:58 12/11/2025 11:16 78 Yes OK No 

Brian Patton 12/11/2025 9:58 12/11/2025 11:16 78 Yes OK No 

Christina Morrisett 12/11/2025 9:58 12/11/2025 11:15 77 Yes OK No 

Keith Esplin 12/11/2025 9:59 12/11/2025 11:15 77 Yes OK No 

Mackenzie Kienholz (IDWR) 12/11/2025 9:59 12/11/2025 9:59 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Mackenzie Kienholz (IDWR) 12/11/2025 9:59 12/11/2025 11:04 65 Yes No Response No 

Jeff VanOrden 12/11/2025 10:01 12/11/2025 10:01 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Jeff VanOrden 12/11/2025 10:01 12/11/2025 11:15 74 Yes OK No 

Josh Morell 12/11/2025 10:01 12/11/2025 10:02 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Josh Morell 12/11/2025 10:02 12/11/2025 11:16 74 Yes OK No 

John Hildreth 12/11/2025 10:02 12/11/2025 10:02 1 Yes No Response Yes 

John Hildreth 12/11/2025 10:02 12/11/2025 11:15 74 Yes OK No 

Jeff Raybould 12/11/2025 10:03 12/11/2025 10:04 2 Yes No Response Yes 

Jeff Raybould 12/11/2025 10:04 12/11/2025 11:15 72 Yes OK No 

Erin Whorton 12/11/2025 10:04 12/11/2025 11:12 68 Yes OK No 

Alan Kelsch 12/11/2025 10:05 12/11/2025 10:05 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Alan Kelsch 12/11/2025 10:05 12/11/2025 11:02 58 Yes OK No 

Frank Gariglio 12/11/2025 10:06 12/11/2025 10:06 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Frank Gariglio 12/11/2025 10:06 12/11/2025 10:54 48 Yes OK No 

lyle swank 12/11/2025 10:07 12/11/2025 10:07 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Ann Yribar 12/11/2025 10:07 12/11/2025 10:07 1 Yes No Response Yes 

lyle swank 12/11/2025 10:07 12/11/2025 11:16 69 Yes OK No 

Ann Yribar 12/11/2025 10:07 12/11/2025 11:16 69 Yes OK No 

Geisler, Ethan 12/11/2025 10:24 12/11/2025 10:24 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Geisler, Ethan 12/11/2025 10:24 12/11/2025 11:16 52 Yes OK No 

12082601935 12/11/2025 10:27 12/11/2025 11:16 49 Yes No Response No 

Henry Dahl 12/11/2025 10:31 12/11/2025 10:31 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Henry Dahl 12/11/2025 10:31 12/11/2025 11:15 45 Yes OK No 

Steve Stuebner 12/11/2025 10:32 12/11/2025 10:32 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Steve Stuebner 12/11/2025 10:32 12/11/2025 11:10 38 Yes OK No 

Caitlyn Swanson 12/11/2025 10:33 12/11/2025 10:33 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Caitlyn Swanson 12/11/2025 10:33 12/11/2025 11:16 43 Yes OK No 

Mackenzie Kienholz 12/11/2025 11:04 12/11/2025 11:06 3 Yes No Response Yes 

Mackenzie Kienholz 12/11/2025 11:06 12/11/2025 11:16 10 Yes No Response No 

Erin Whorton 12/11/2025 11:12 12/11/2025 11:16 4 Yes No Response No 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Americans with Disabilities 

The meeting will be held in person and online. If you require special accommodations to attend, participate in, or understand the meeting, please make 

advance arrangements by contacting Department staff by email Wesley.hipke@idwr.idaho.gov or by phone at (208) 287-4800. 


	7 - IWRB_OPS_LowerValley_202512-25 IDWR.pdf
	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7

	4 - BOR December FY2026 - Upper Snake Advisory Committee Meeting.pdf
	December 2025�Upper Snake Advisory Committee Meeting
	Slide Number 2
	System Outlook
	Jackson Lake Outlook
	Palisades Outlook
	American Falls Outlook
	Slide Number 7

	3 - NRCS_UpperSnake_202512.pdf
	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23


